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Figure 1. Jamey D. Allen (left), the third founding member with Robert K. Liu 
(center) and Florence Thurlow of The Bead Society of Los Angeles. The third man 
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SBR Annual Business Meeting  





































































As of December 31, 2010, the balances in the  








TOTAL US $        US $36,009.48 
Summary Report
Balance End of 2009      $35,258.09
Plus 2010 Income             + $  8,089.62
Subtotal        $43,347.71
Minus 2010 Expenses             -  $  8,468.16
Balance End of 2010      $34,879.55
Spring 2011

NEW BUSINESS   
























































































SBR Treasurer’s Summary Report for 2010
Opening balance as of January 1, 2010      $35,258.09
INCOME      $  8,089.62
Annual dues
    Individual-North America  1,314.72
    Individual-Overseas  825.00
    Sustaining  220.00
    Patron  75.00
        Benefactors           300.00  . . . . . . . . . . . 2,734.72
Publication Sales
    Journal  4,252.98




    Prepaid postage, prepaid Pay Pal fees, Credits, Reimbursements    657.65
EXPENSES       $8,468.16
Journal Production
    Layout  880.00 
    Printing  4,125.76  . . . . . . . . . . . 5,005.76
Newsletter Production (2 issues) (Printing)    127.31
Postage/Shipping
    Journal  1,253.73 
    Newsletter  59.97 
    General orders  913.95  . . . . . . . . . . . 2,227.65
Web site Domain and Hosting    75.05
Office Expenses (stationery, supplies, long distance phone, PO Box rent)
    Secretary/Treasurer  125.32
    Journal office expenses  144.40  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269.72
Miscellaneous
    SHA Conference Book Room Table Fee  300.00
    Oregon Business filing fees  110.00
    Bank, PayPal charges, advertising, legal advice, refunds, cost of selling  352.67  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 762.67
Closing balance as of December 31, 2010   $34,879.55
Proposed SBR Budget for 2011
Opening Balance as of January 1, 2011      $34,879.55
INCOME   $12,640.00
Annual Dues
    Individual-North America  1,500
    Individual-Overseas  900
    Sustaining ($200), Patron ($300), Benefactor ($300)  800  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,200
Publication Sales
    Journal  6,000




EXPENSES   $19,515.00
Journal Production (2 Issues)
    Layout  1,640
    Printing ($4,000 and $8,500)  12,500
    Translation  750
    Scanning  500  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,390
Newsletter Production (2 issues)
    Printing    130
Web site domain and hosting    145
Postage/Shipping
    Journal  1,600
    Newsletter  60
    General order shipping  1,100  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,760
Office Expenses (stationery, supplies)
    Secretary/Treasurer  130
    Journal Editor  150  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280
Miscellaneous
    2012 SHA Conference Book Room Table Fee  300
    Oregon Business filing fees  110
    Bank, PayPal charges, advertising, legal advice, refunds, cost of selling  400  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 810 















































Men, trees, and societies grow in stages . When 
I first proposed the Society of Bead Researchers in the 
summer of 1980, few people were willing to join a 
group that only promised to come into existence, and 
who could blame them? By the end of 1982, there 
were only 4 paid members . But, in 1983 we grew to 
28, in 1984 to 56, and current membership is about 
80 . We look forward to 100 members by the end of 
this year . 
What happened? The persistence of a few 
people made a difference . Karlis’ excellent work with 
the Forum has been important, as has our formal 
organizing with a constitution, standing committees, 
and definite election and financial procedures . 
But there is more to it than that . There is a 
growing awareness that the serious study of beads 
can make an important contribution to the sciences 
of humankind . We are seeing an explosion in bead 
research; the growth of literature has been geometrical 
for a decade . There were once two excuses for ignoring 
beads: they were too difficult to date or classify and 
there was no information about them . But details of 
manufacturing, trade and use, especially in North 
America, India, and parts of Africa and Europe are 
now widely available . As to the literature, there are 
thousands of references in my bibliographies; many 
members could name more . The old excuses are no 
longer valid . 
Our membership reflects the diversity of in-
terests in bead research, and includes archaeologists, 
historians, ethnographers, natural scientists, museum 
personnel, bead makers, and serious collectors . They 
live mostly in N . America, but also in Africa, India, 
and six European countries . We can be proud of our 
growth and look forward to more, though numbers 
tell only part of the story . 
Figure 2. Peter Francis, Jr., one of the three founding 
members of the Society of Bead Researchers, in 1989.




When we began, we identified two goals: mo-
tivation and communication . We wanted to encour-
age our members to develop bead research as a tool 
to understanding human behavior . We were (and 
largely still are) scattered and need to be put in touch 
with one another . These goals are complementary . 
In numbers there is strength . As we grow and each 
member devotes more to bead research, we all benefit . 
These goals remain valid . We still need to sup-
port each other in our work; the more varied aca-
demically and geographically our membership is, the 
more we will all gain . And we need to communicate 
with each other more . Some members have already 
greatly benefitted from informal contacts through the 
Society, and proposals to publish a members’ direc-
tory, produce a journal, and for attending members 
to meet at the Bead Conference in Los Angeles will 
reach even more of us . Down the road let us consider 
a conference of our own and increased publication 
opportunities . 
What should our next moves be? Here are a 
few suggestions: 
1 . We need more systematic work on specific 
problem areas: regionally, chronologically, materially, 
and technologically . 
2 . We must reach out to colleagues, students, 
and other professionals; let’s not only speak to our-
selves . Good research on beads is worthy of a wide 
audience . Our interdisciplinary speciality deals with 
problems in many areas, including but not limited 
to aesthetics/ideology, trade and communication, and 
the history of technologies . 
3 . We must involve scholars abroad; beads are 
a worldwide phenomenon . There is a major problem 
here: many who would like to join us cannot because 
of currency restrictions or because even our modest 
fee is large in terms of their standard of living . How 
many of us would be willing to “adopt” a foreign 
scholar by paying for an extra membership of some 
deserving individual, either named by the donor or 
selected by the executive board? 
We have much to be proud of; we have come 
a long way, and I am gratified to be so upbeat in 
the first annual report to the membership . But our 
task has only begun and much work remains . The 






































Figure 4. Robert K. Liu, former editor of The Bead Jour-
nal and now co-editor of Ornament magazine, and Gabrielle 
















































Interest in beads and bead research has sky-
rocketed [over the past decade] with bead societies 
popping up like mushrooms in the United States and 
Great Britain . The Bead Museum, the first of its 
kind, was founded in Prescott, Arizona, followed by 
the Center for Bead Research in Lake Placid, New 
York, and the Center for the Study of Beadwork in 
Portland, Oregon . In addition, four major bead 
conferences have taken place, and publications on 



























Figure 5. Karlis Karklins at about the time he took over 











































































Figure 6. Joan Eppen, former SBR Secretary-Treasurer 














Robertshaw, Peter, Constanze Weise, Laure Dussu-
bieux, James Lankton, Rachel S. Popelka-Filcoff and 
Michael D. Glascock




Robertshaw, Peter, Sonja Magnavita, Marilee Wood, 




Crossroads: Cultural and technological developments 
























Teodor, E.S., E.D. Teodor, M. Virgolici, M.M. 
 Manea, G. Truic, and S.C. Litescu
2010 Non-destructive Analysis of Amber Artefacts 
from the Prehistoric Cioclovina Hoard (Roma-





Degryse, Patrick, Andrew Shortland, David De 
Muynck, Lana Van Heghe, Rebecca Scott, Bert Neyt, 
and Frank Vanhaecke
2010 Considerations on the Provenance Determination 
of Plant Ash Glasses Using Strontium Isotopes.  













































































































search. The society publishes a semi-annual newsletter, The Bead Forum, and an annual journal, BEADS: Journal of 

























For back issues of Beads: Journal of the Society of Bead Researchers, 
or to learn more about us, please visit our website at www.beadresearch.org
When purchasing five+ copies (need not be the same), a 20% discount may be taken.
Society of Bead Researchers, PO Box 13719, Portland, OR 97213 
